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children, joined together by the bellies, in N° 4857. 
page £27. of the Philofophical Tranfaflions, where, 
in my remarks upon them, I have attempted explain¬ 
ing the phenomena of all thefe preternatural appear¬ 
ances in animal bodies, as well as in thofe of vege¬ 
tables. 


XXX. A Dijfertation upon the Cancer of the 
Eye-lids, Nofe, great Angle of the Eye, 
and its neighbouring Parts, commonly called 
the Noli-me-tangere, deemed hitherto incure- 
able by both Antients and Moderns , but now 
Jhewn to be as curable as other Dijlempers . 
Addrejfed to the Royal Society of London 
by Monf. Daviel, confulting Surgeon in or¬ 
dinary , and Oculijl to the King ; Majler 
of Arts, and of Surgery at Marfeilles ; 
Royal Trofejfor and Demonjlrator of Ana¬ 
tomy of the fame City', Member of the 
Academy of Sciences c/’Toulofe, Bologne, 
and that of Surgery of Paris; and tranf- 
lated from the French by James Parfons, 
M. D. and F. R. S. 


Paris, April 20, 1754. 

F all the difeafes which feize the 

_ eye-lids, nofe, angle of the eye, and 

its neighbouring parts, none appears fo formidable 
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as the cancer, in the opinion even of the moft able 
oculifts, who have written upon this fubjed, fuch as 
Antoine Maitre Jean, St. Yves, and others. They 
tiave conftantly declared it to be incurable in thefe 
parts, and have even forbad medling with it: An¬ 
toine Maitre Jean fays, “ The operation is fo doubt- 
“ ful, that it is rejected by the beft pradkioners, not 
“ only for cancers of the lids, but alfo for all thofe 
“ of the face, &c.” And St. Yves is of the fame 
fentiment, where he fays, u That when the edges 
“ of the ulcer are accompanied with callofities, them 
u is nothing to be done but by palliatives.” 

The patients would have reafon to complain, if 
we were willing to have regard to what thefe authors 
have advanced, as well as others, upon the fame 
fubjed, who were of the fame opinion. The moft 
able oculifts have indeed met fo many difficulties in 
this cafe, that they entered into an opinion, that they 
mere impoflible to be cured ; and therefore never 
dared to undertake them. Some are content to 
treat them with palliatives, fuch as frog-fpawn-wa- 
ter, and other fuch ingredients, as ferve only to 
amufe the patient; whilft others, more bold, touch 
them with liquid cauftics, or the lapis infernalis, 
from which they have had no better fuccefs than 
from the application of the water ; becaufe the beft 
managed cauftics only ferve to irritate thefe kinds of 
tumors, as experience has too often fhewed. But 
why therefore fhould thefe parts be incurable ? Is it 
that they differ from the other parts of the human 
body ? Certainly no. Why fhould thefe therefore 
be thought more defperate than the breaks, lips, and 
many other parts, which often yield to the knife, 
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when directed by a fkilful hand : I will venture to 
fay, it is indolence, little or no experience, and an 
ill-grounded fear, in oculifts, both ancient and mo¬ 
dern’, that made them believe thefe kinds of difeafes 
ought to be treated differently from all others. A 
bad prejudice! which yet feduces a great part of our 
moft able practitioners: but it muft be averred, that 
they are deceived, if, in order to put it upon the 
footing of an ill-grounded fear, we muft fay, it has 
often hindered them from helping a number of pa¬ 
tients, who have perifhed in a miferable manner, by 
not properly attempting their cure. I am willing to 
free myfeif from fo hard a law; I reprimand both 
antients and moderns, and the opportunities I have 
had of operating upon cancers of the lids and face, 
eafily ftxew’d me, that they were very curable, 
and that the cure ought not to be given up to an 
uncertain iffue. 

The examinations I made in thefe kinds of ter¬ 
mors have informed me, that cancers of the lids, nofe, 
and adjacent parts, have all their feat in the Perio- 
fteum, and Perichondrium; and that we cannot hope 
for a thorough cure, without taking them intirely off: 
in a word, the veffels that go from the cancerous 
tumor are ftrongly connected with the Periofteum 
and Perichondrium, that they feem but one body, 
which becomes at length fo greatly fwelled, that the 
very bone is often affedted. 

When a wen or wart (which is often the begin¬ 
ning of a cancer), begins to appear, and they en¬ 
deavour to pull them off, they become irritated, and 
fpread to that degree, that the edges are reverfed, 
and become callous and livid, accompanied with a 
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pain, and every other fymptom which chara&erife 
the cancer. Thefe kinds of wens, warts, and ttu¬ 
bercles, which are lituated in the great angle of the 
eye, upon the lids, or the nofe, very often Ihootout 
their roots upon the cartilages, that is, upon the 
very membranes which cover them, and the roots 
fink in fometime.s to the fubftance of the cartilage 
itfelf, which they fwell and tear in the end. 

The more cancers are touched with cauftics, the 
more they are irritated; therefore there is but one 
method, but it is a fure one, of curing them, and 
hindering their progrefs j which is, to take them off 
with a cutting inftrument, deftroying the Periofteum 
and Perichondrium, or even the lids, if the cancer 
has penetrated them in their fubftance, with their 
cartilages: which the following obfervations will 
prove. 

Obfervation I. upon a cancerous upper-lid. 

Auguft the nth, 1736, I was called to Madam 
de la Fague, an Urfeline Nun, at Bourdeax, forty- 
five years old ; to fee a tumor upon the upper-lid 
of the right eye, which fhe had for twenty years: 
it begun by a fmall wen, and increafed by degrees, 
fo as very much to incommode the patient. 

She applied to a furgeon, who began by applying 
fome drops of a liquid cauftic, which enraged the 
tumor ftill more; which he appeafed again by ano¬ 
dyne medicines; and then the tumor remain’d a long 
time without any fenfible increafej although the 
patient felt a continual fharp pain in it. But, as 
even the leaft diforders are impatiently borne, fhe 
was willing to be relieved, and confulted another 
furgeon, who- took off* the tumor with a cutting 
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inftrUment* and who, feeing that the ulcer, which 
was the refult of the operation, did not heal; but 
on the contrary made great progrefs in its erofion, 
and became callous, he touched it with lapis infer- 
nalis; and fometimes with a liquid cauftic: which lb 
much the more increafed the evil, and made her re- 
folve to fuffer no more applications, becaufe, all that 
had been tried, made her worfe and worfe. She 
was now a long time in this ftate, when I was called 
to.confult with Meffieurs Doijafan, Caudole, and 
Senis, phyficians of note in the fame town, and with 
Monfieur Coftade, furgeon major of the hofpital; 
who, having examined the cafe, agreed with me, 
that there was no other method to be taken but the 
operation, not only to fave the eye, but to prevent 
an incurable cancer, which threatened her life; 
whilft it had already made great progrefs under the 
eye-lid; and it was much to be feared that it would 
fpread into the very eye, and even over the whole 
face. Then the operation would be fruitlefs, and 
the patient would fuffer the lofs of the ufe of that 
eye, and perhaps of her life. Wherefore I did not 
hefitate to propofe the total extirpation of the lid: 
my propofal was approved of by all, as the only 
method of faving the eye; and the operation was as 
follows: 

I palTed a crooked needle, with a wax’d thread, 
under the lid, by which I fufpended and drew up 
the lid and tumor, which I cut off with my crook’d 
fciffars, as much as I could under the orbit, fepa- 
rating the whole to the divifion of the lids; a fmall 
haemorrhage enfued, but was foon flopped with dry 
lint, and a dry comprefs and bandage. 


She 



[ *9i ] 

She remained twenty-four hours without being 
dreffed; was bled twice in the arm, after the opera¬ 
tion : I then dreffed her up with light doflils, arm’d 
with the linimentum Arcei, and (he had not the lead 
accident from the day of the operation to the 2fth 
of the fame month, when (he was perfectly cured, 
without any deformity in her eye: and although the 
lid was cut away very high, the eye remained very 
neat and well, performing its feveral functions pro¬ 
perly when I left Bourdeaux; and the 13th of Au- 
guft 1742, having had an opportunity of taking a 
journey to that town, I faw the patient again, whom 
I found extremely well, feeing perfectly with that 
eye: but what I found very lingular was, that the 
lkin of the lid defcended pretty low, to the cornea, 
which it almoft covered; fo that the whole globe 
was in a manner hid. We only obferved, that this 
xefembled a lid without hairs. 

Obfervation II. upon another cancerous tumor in 
the great angle of the eye. 

July 2, 1736. Margaret Combaucaut, of Carca- 
ftone in Languedoc, (ixty years old, had a cancerous 
tumor, for fix teen years, in the great angle of the 
right eye: it began by a little wart, which itched 
violently, and made her fcratch it very often, which 
fo irritated the tumor, that in a little time it became 
as large as a dried fig flatted, with its edges turn’d 
outward and callous. It reached from the commif- 
fure of the lower lid, an inch and half below it, even 
to the right ala of the nofe, which proved extremely 
troublefome to the woman. I found, after a drift 
examination, that it adhered to the bone. She faid 
die tried all the remedies that (he imagined would 
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do her any good; but that, far from relieving her, 
they rather made her worfe* and her difeafe became 
the more infupportable} and that fhe had taken a 
refolution to undergo any thing to be freed from 
a diforder which had afflicted her for fixteen years. 

Having confulted Mr. Fabre, an able phyfician of 
that place, we were both of opinion, that fhe could 
not be cured without an operation, which i accord- 
ingly proceeded to as follows : I took off the tumor 
intirely to the periofteum, but did not lay the bone 
bare ; for I thought it fufficient for a complete cure 
to take away all the callofities; but I was miftaken j 
for, inftead of the profpeCt of a fucceeding cure, I 
was unhappy enough to fee the fwelling increafe, and 
the wound feem larger than before. I ufed in vain 
all the remedies commonly thought of in fuch cafes; 
I fcarified the edges of the ulcer, to bring it to fup- 
puration ; but it became thereby more hard and cal¬ 
lous than before the operation, and much more pain¬ 
ful. Upon which I* refolved to cut away all that 
remained of the tumor, with the periofteum, which 
appeared very much fwelled. This fecond operation 
had fo much fuccefs, that the fwelling, and every 
other bad fymptom, difappeared almoft fuddcnly ; 
and in three days the wound looked red and very 
well, without any pain, and the cicatrix was per¬ 
fectly form’d on the 15th day from the operation, 
without any fenfible exfoliation of the bone, or the 
leaft deformity or flaring of the eye. She has re¬ 
mained very well ever fince; for I faw her the 1 oth 
of Auguft 1741, at Carcaftone, in perfect health; 
and the cicatrix of the part very even. 
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I mu ft obferve here, that I laid the intire bone 
bare, wherever the tumor touched, even down to 
the ala of the nofe of that tide. 

Obfervation the 3d, is upon a cancerous tumor of 
the fame nature, and in the fame fituation, and the 
treatment juft the fame: it was as big as a filbert, 
and the officer was affli&ed with it twenty years. 

It differs from the former only in this, that the 
year before the officer came to Marfeilles, to put 
himfelf under Monfieur Daviel’s cure, the tumor 
broke, and difcharged a very fetid acrimonious mat¬ 
ter, which, funning into the eye, brought on a trou- 
blefome opthalmia, and the edges were livid, and 
had a very terrible afpe«ft. As to his operation, it 
confifted, as before, of a total extirpation of the can¬ 
cer, periofteum and all, to the bare bone. He dreffed 
the bone with dry lint only, and his digeftive was a 
mixture of the linimentum Arcaei, with the unguen- 
tum ftyracis: and in about nineteen days he was fo 
perfectly cured, that when he returned to his friends, 
feveral of them afked him, upon which eye the ope¬ 
ration had been made ? 

Obfervation 4, differs in nothing from the former. 

Obfervation 5, upon a cancerous tumor upon the 
nofe, which reached from the root of the nofe down 
to the middle of the cartilage. He treated it in the 
fame manner, taking off the whole with the peri¬ 
ofteum j and, as it was partly upon the cartilage, he 
alfo cut away the perichondrium, laying that, as well 
as the bone, bare: and the cure was completed, 
without leaving any deformity behind, in eighteen 
days. 

Vol. 49. C c Obfervation 
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Obfervation 6 , of a cancerous tumor upon the 
great angle of the right eye of a woman at Mar¬ 
seilles, of feventv years old. This he treated exadtly 
in the fame manner, and fhe was cured in twenty 
days. 

The 7 th Obfervation mentions another cancerous 
tumor upon the nofe, and its cartilage, of a gentle¬ 
man, which is circumftantially the fame with the 
former: it was cured in five days. After this cafe 
he makes this conclufion : that from all that has 
been already faid, it is plain, that the feat of the can¬ 
cers of the eye-lids, nofe, and other neighbouring 
parts, is abfolutely in the periofteum and perichon¬ 
drium, as well as the fat; and that there can be no 
hopes of a cure without taking off thefe membranes, 
the fat, and even any parts of the very cartilages 
that may be contaminated: but that in this manner 
they are as curable as cancers upon other parts of the 
body, notwithftanding what all oculifts have faid to 
the contrary. 

The 8th Obfervation is upon a cancer upon the 
lower eye-lid of a woman, cured in the fame man¬ 
ner. 

The pth Obfervation treats of a cancer, as big as 
a large filbert, in the angle, and upon the lower lid 
of the eye, of a gentleman; which began by a fmall 
tubercle in the angle, and was pulled off, and grew 
again feveral times. Monfieur Daviel was confulted, 
in the prefence of another furgeon, Monfieur Maillot, 
and declared for taking the tumor and eye-lid intirely 
off; making this prognoftic, that if any part was left 
behind, the eye would be deformed and flaring} 
but the other furgeon thought, that half the lid with 
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the tumor would be fufficient for the cure: Monf. 
Daviel therefore only cut away half the lid with the 
tumor j with which he alfo took off a large quantity 
of hard white fat, and drefled up the part as ufual; 
but in the progrefs the lid was turned outward, and 
then they refolved upon the total extirpation of the 
lid; which, being obliged to depart from thence, he 
left to Monf. Maillot, who performed it with fuch 
fuccefs, that his cure was complete in fifteen days, 
without the lead; deformity whatever. 

The ioth Obfervation is a cafe of the fame na¬ 
ture with the former, with this difference, that when 
he had taken off the tumor and under lid in the 
fame manner as ufual ; the patient continued grow¬ 
ing well till the ninth day from the operation; 
when Monf. Daviel perceived a fmall fungus in the 
middle of the tumor, which he touched with the 
lapis infernalis, which produced very ill effedts : the 
eye grew painful, the conjunctive dwelled very much, 
the wound, which was half healed up, opened afrefh, 
and grew ragged. This made him fet about cutting 
away all the bad flefh he could perceive, with the 
inequalities of the conjunctive, which was much 
dwelled: he fcarified the cornea, and the inner fur- 
face of the upper lid, which was alfo greatly tume¬ 
fied, and even opened it on the upper furface. Thus, 
after having emptied the veffels well, he fomented 
the whole with a decodtion of marfhmallows, mul¬ 
lein, violet-leaves, camomile-flowers, melilot, leaves 
and flowers of rofemary, thyme, lavender, rue, and 
marjoram, of each half a handful, in a fufficient 
quantity of water; to a quart of which he put a bit 
of camphire as big as a nut. The frequent applica- 
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tion of this that day produced fo good an effect, 
that all her pain ceafed : he alfo bled her in the arm 
and foot, ordering emollient clyders. She was purged 
fome days after, with manna and caffia, which did 
very well j and fhe was perfectly cured, without the 
lead: deformity, and could fee better than before the 
operation. 


XXXI. An Account of four Roman In- 
fcriptions , cut upon three large Stones , 
found in a ploughed feild near Wroxeter 
in Shropfhire, in the year 1752: With 
fome Obfervations upon them , by John 
Ward, LL, D. Rhet. Prof Grefh. and 
V. P. R. S. 

Read May 15, T*^ EF ORE I attempted to offer my 
I755 ’ i~J thoughts upon thefe infcriptions, I 
judged it neceffary to get the bed information in my 
power, with regard to the place and manner, in 
which the dones, that contained them, were fird 
difcovered, together with fome other circumdances, 
which attended them at that time. For this purpofe 
I applied myfelf to the Reverend Mr. William 
Adams, Minider of St. Chad in Shrewfbury, by 
whofe means the draughts of thefe infcriptions were 
communicated to this Society (1). And that gentle¬ 
man was fo obliging, as to procure for me a very 
particular account concerning them, in a letter from 
the Reverend Mr. Robert Cartwright, Vicar of Wrox¬ 
eter, the fubdance of which is as follows. The 

dones 


(1) See Tab. V. 




